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What is the e-Atlas?
• Multi-institution knowledge repository for 

capturing environmental research on the 
region

– Metadata
– Articles
– Maps
– Tools

• Capture what research has been done and 
encourage collaboration

• Holds the metadata for the MTSRF program
• All MTSRF projects are required to 

contribute to the e-Atlas
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What can you do with the e-Atlas?

• Find summaries of research projects
• Find synthesis articles on environmental topics
• Contact other researchers
• Download KMLs to display with your data
• Compare datasets in e-Atlas mapping client
• View maps in GIS application
• Download public datasets
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Quick demo

• Navigation
– By topic
– By institution

• Registration
– Content creation

• Maps
– Side-by-side
– KMLs

• Content Administration
– My Content
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Maps / Data

• For spatial data, maps:
– Provide a preview without releasing the 

data
– Allow visual comparison other data on e-

Atlas
– Capture key stories from the research

• For non spatial data:
– Focus on creating an article that captures 

the work
– Provide a preview of the data as graphics, 

tables, etc
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Types of map data
• Point (CSV, Spreadsheet, 

Shapefile)
– Multi-variable pie 

chart
– Interpolated to grid
– Location points

• Grid (GeoTiff, ASCII grid)
– Imagery

• Polygon (Shapefile)
– Regions

• Polyline (Shapefile)
– Borders
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Basic Architecture
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What do you need to submit?

MTSRF project
• Existing reports on the project
• Copies of publications
• Description of data (fields)
• Graphics / Photos for previews
• Data for map creation or data 

preview

e-Atlas team
• Metadata page
• Summary of results
• Maps in e-Atlas / KMLs
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Where is the e-Atlas going (Content)?

• More content
– Full coverage of MTSRF
– Expand coverage of other institutions
– Existing public data
– Broader synthesis information

• Possibly a book form
– Long life (permanent record)
– Publication platform

• Easier contact with data custodians
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Where is the e-Atlas going (Maps/Tools)?

• Improved web mapping client
– Flexible styling / filtering
– Quick maps for publication
– Better website integration

• Integration with desktop GIS
• Downloadable KMLs for all layers
• Publication quality maps

– e-Atlas as a map creation service
• Improved interpolation tools (written in R)

– Developed for a wider audience
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What would you find useful?

• Easier map creation?
• More content?
• Better discovery of existing research?
• Better access to data?
• Offline e-Atlas for in-field mapping
• PDF book of the best e-Atlas content
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Please send feedback/ideas

• Eric Lawrey
– e.lawrey@aims.gov.au

• Katharina Fabricius
• David Souter
• Glenn De’ath
• Kim Pritchard
• Gael Lafond

mailto:e.lawrey@aims.gov.au


  e-atlas.org.au

Extra slides
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Metadata page

• Records the nature of the research, not the 
results. Does not include interpretation of 
results.

• Who, What, Where, When, Why, How
– Title of the research
– Description of the research
– Custodians of the data
– Description of the data
– Study location
– Collection period, update rate
– Ancillary information (reports, data, 

KMLs, references, licensing, etc)
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Summary of Results

• An overview of the research and results 
for the general public

• Summary of work based on supplied 
publications, reports, discussions Dra

ft
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Workflow

• Content on the e-Atlas 
has a managed workflow

• Ensures quality and 
consistency of content
– Draft
– Ready for review
– Needs Work
– Author Approval
– Published
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Flexible sharing

• In utopia publically funded data would be: 
– Freely available
– Well documented
– Designed for reuse

• In practice data sharing is complex:
– Pending publications
– Data collected for specific use
– Data is poorly managed
– Data is sensitive
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Flexible sharing

• Cater for a range of access
– Direct download of data
– Maps as a preview for data
– Meta-data and summary articles
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Offline data submission

– Emailed to me (Eric Lawrey)
• Discuss data sharing, timing of publication, presentation of data
• Data is checked for completeness, errors, understandability

– Gather meta-data for mapping and website
• From reports, papers, etc

– Consider most appropriate maps
• Interpolated maps from point data
• Point maps with charts
• Styling
• GIS files, Grid files, etc

– Reprocess the data for mapping
– Make previews available for checking
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